STRATFORD-ON-AVON

Such a volume of literature has been written about* Shakes-
peare's Stratford' that one turns with a slight feeling of
relief to Dugdale, who in his antiquities of Warwickshire
merely remarks: * One thing more, in reference to this antient
town, is observable, that it gave birth and sepulture to our late
famous poet William Shakespeare, whose monument I have
inserted in my discourse on the Church.5 But that was before
the eighteenth century, led by Garrick, had begun that
pilgrimage to Stratford which has steadily gathered numbers
to the present day. The pilgrims are well rewarded ; for they
do not merely gaze at a house where a famous man was born,
but they see a town which was the background of his life and
work and where he chose to spend the last years surrounded
by his family; a place which in its records and its buildings
preserves the very flavour of an Elizabethan country town,

Stratford is fortunate in having had an uneventful history,
In Saxon times a small village grew up round a monastery
which stood on the site of the present Church of Holy Trinity,
At the Conquest the land became the property of the Bishops
of Worcester, who built the Church and laid out the fields of
the Old Town into streets. By the thirteenth century Strat*
ford had grown into a prosperous market town whose occupa-
tions were mostly connected with either the live stock or
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